
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Scoring Guidelines for 
Short-Answer Question— 
Period 9 
Directions: Read the question below carefully and write your 
response on the free-response answer sheet. 

“Reagan gave form and direction to powerful social currents, 
but he did not initiate them. Changes in the realm of partisan 
politics were accompanied by social transformations that were 
not confined to Republicans or political conservatives. In the 
years around 1980, American liberalism was transformed no less 
than conservatism was, and the complex interaction between 
those two stands shaped social and political attitudes in the post
1975 decade. Few will deny that Ronald Reagan presided over a 
revolution, but he was joining a revolution already in progress.” 

Philip Jenkins, historian, 2008. 

“The 20-year consensus about Reagan’s achievements is slowly 
beginning to unravel, as it’s become increasingly clear that his 
policies and politics had a more damaging, economic, social, 
and political impact than has been acknowledged. For all of his 
impressive political achievements, Reagan was an angrier, more 
divisive figure than he is remembered as being, and at least 
some of Bush’s biggest failures are traceable to Reagan’s 
controversial approach to tax cuts, business regulation, national 
security, and social issues.” 

Matthew Dallek, historian, 2009. 

Using the excerpts above, answer a, b and c. 

a) 	 Briefly describe ONE major difference between Jenkins’s 
and Dallek’s historical interpretations. 

b) 	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1975–2000, 
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to 
support Jenkins’s interpretation. 

c) 	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1975–2000, 
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to 
support Dallek’s interpretation. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 1 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Learning Objective AP History 
Disciplinary 
Practice 

Key Concepts in 
the Curriculum 
Framework 

POL-3.0: Explain how 
different beliefs about the 
federal government’s role 
in U.S. social and economic 
life have affected political 
debates and policies. 

Analyzing Historical 
Evidence: Secondary 
Sources 

9.1.I 

Scoring Guide 
0–3 points 

a) 	 The response accurately describes a major difference between 
Jenkins’s and Dallek’s historical interpretations.

 0–1 point(s) 

b) 	 The response accurately identifies an example from the 
period 1975-2000, not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, 
and explains how it could be used to support Jenkins’s 
interpretation.

 0–1 point(s) 

c) 	 The response accurately identifies an example from the period 
1975-2000, not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, and 
explains how it could be used to support Dallek’s interpretation.

 0–1 point(s) 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 2 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Scoring Notes 
a) 	 Briefly describe ONE major difference between Jenkins’s and 

Dallek’s historical interpretations. 

Possible differences of interpretation: 

i Jenkins sees Reagan as the recipient of a revolution already 
in process; whereas, Dallek credits Reagan for the social and 
political changes that occurred during his presidency. 

i Jenkins discusses transformations in both liberal and 
conservative politics and credits these shifts for the 
changes that occurred during Reagan’s presidency; Dallek’s 
interpretation is solely focused on the economic, social, and 
political policies of Reagan and those who supported him. 

i Dallek explicitly argues that Reagan’s policies were damaging 
to the United States; Jenkins’s interpretation does not 
take a position on the quality of the changes other than 
characterizing them as revolutionary. 

i Dallek’s interpretation situates the changes wrought in 
the late 20th century to the economic, social, and political 
policies of the 1980s, particularly during Ronald Reagan’s 
presidency. In contrast, Jenkins interpretation traces these 
effects to changes beginning in the 1970s. 

b) 	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1975-2000, not 
explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to support 
Jenkins’s interpretation. Examples could include but are not 
limited to the following: 

i Evidence that the Reagan Revolution was already in progress 
when Reagan was elected could include: 

� Rising conservative movements that pre-dated Reagan’s 
presidency, such as the response to Roe v Wade, the 
fight against the ERA led by figures such as Phyllis 
Schlafly, and anti-tax initiatives at the state level such as 
Proposition 13 in California. 

i Evidence that liberalism was also undergoing a transforma
tion during this time might include: 

� the rising power of the Sunbelt in politics during the 
Ford and Carter administrations. 

� Carter’s more conservative economic policies that pre
dated Reagan’s, such as deregulating airlines, trucking, 
and railroad industries. 

� After Reagan, the rise of neo-liberalism and Clinton’s 
economic policies, including welfare reform and focus on 
the reduction of the deficit. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 3 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

i Evidence that it was a revolution might include: 

� Reagan fulfills New Right policies based on support 
for low taxes, free market, and limited government, 
including the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, 
expansion of deregulation, cuts in anti-poverty spending, 
and weakened enforcement of the Environmental 
Protection Agency and expansion of use of public land 
by private businesses. 

� Reagan appoints conservative Supreme Court justices 
Antonin Scalia and Anthony Kennedy, and advances 
conservative William Rehnquist to Chief Justice; 
Rehnquist court ended court-ordered busing in three 
separate cases, halted the expansion of the Commerce 
Clause in United States v. Lopez (1995) and United States 
v. Morrison (2000), limited access to abortions in Webster 
v. Reproductive Health Services (1989) and Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey (1992). 

� Rise of “Operation Rescue” and success of anti-abortion 
campaigns to gain litigation limiting public funding of 
abortions and mandated waiting periods. 

� Pat Buchanan’s speech at the 1992 Republican National 
Convention declaring a “culture war.” 

� 1994 Republican “Contract with America” led by Newt 
Gingrich. 

� 1996 California passes Proposition 209 banning affirmative 
action in state employment and public education. 

c) 	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1975-2000, 
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to 
support Dallek’s interpretation. Examples could include but are 
not limited to the following: 

i Evidence that Reagan was central to the revolutionary 
changes after 1980:B. 

� Moral Majority established by Jerry Falwell in 1979 to 
mobilize Christian voters on behalf of Reagan. 

� Reagan Democrats and Reagan coalition. 

� Reagan appoints conservative Supreme Court justices 
Antonin Scalia and Anthony Kennedy, and advances 
conservative William Rehnquist to Chief Justice. 

� Rehnquist court ends court-ordered busing in several 
cases; halted the expansion of the Commerce Clause 
in United States v. Lopez (1995) and United States v. 
Morrison (2000); limits access to abortions in Webster 
v. Reproductive Health Services (1989) and Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey (1992). 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 4 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

� Reagan fulfills New Right policies based on support 
for low taxes, free market, and limited government, 
including the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, 
expansion of deregulation, cuts in anti-poverty spending, 
and weakened enforcement of the Environmental 
Protection Agency and expansion of use of public land 
by private businesses. 

� Reagan’s strong stand against unions, firing all air traffic 
controllers who won’t return to work, in the air traffic 
controllers’ strike (1981). 

Evidence that Reagan’s policies were damaging and his 
rhetoric was divisive: 

� Rhetoric: 1976 original presidential campaign references 
to “welfare queens;” 3/8/83, Address to the National 
Association of Evangelicals (“Evil Empire” speech); and 
his response to air traffic controllers’ strike (1981). 

� Economics: U.S. becomes a debtor nation in 1985; 1982 
recession results in tax increase; national debt triples 
under Reagan’s presidency; The Savings and Loan crisis 
in late 1980s; 1991 recession, rising unemployment, 
and income stagnation under George H.W. Bush could 
be used to support Dallek’s claim that Bush’s economic 
woes were a result of Reagan. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 5 
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